
Youth For understanding usa
annual report 2011

6400 goldsboro rd. suite 100  
Bethesda, Md 20817  
www.yfu-usa.org  
240.235.2100
YFU USA is a 501C3 nonprofit organization.

Youth For understanding usa

60 Years of YFU



Youth for understanding usa  
annual report 2011 [stYle=running heads]

www.Yfu-usa.org

in honor of YFu’s 60th anniversary, twenty-seven sitting us governors wrote letters of appreciation citing the phenomenal work 
being done by YFu communities in their respective states. governors of all geographies and ideologies sent congratulatory let-

ters. Many of them also officially declared April 8th as YFU Day.  

letters FroM the state house

In 1951, Dr. Rachel Andresen first envisioned what was to become Youth For  
Understanding. In its inaugural year, YFU exchanged seventy-five teenagers between 
Germany and the United States. The size and scope of the organization grew quickly, 
positioning YFu as a strong voice for international understanding by way of  
intercultural learning opportunities. on april 8, 2011, YFu communities around the 
world celebrated rachel andresen’s birthday and marked the 60th anniversary of the 
founding of Youth For understanding. 

 
This milestone occasion was a moment to reflect on the profound accomplishments 
of the past six decades.  YFu has grown to exchange more than four thousand  
students annually among more than sixty nations in the americas, africa, europe, 
asia, and australia. the YFu brand is now synonymous with global education,  
excellent program quality, and rock-solid support. There are 12,000 active volunteers 
around the world, and as a true testament to our strength, this year YFu welcomed 
its 250,000th student on program.

 
as it has done in the past and will continue to accomplish in the future, YFu provides 
life-changing opportunities for students to become informed, global citizens. Youth 
exchange is just as – if not more – important today than when rachel andresen 
helped pioneer the concept. YFu looks forward to continued success in the next 
sixty years of working to prepare young people for their opportunities and  
responsibilities in a changing, interdependent world. 

 
enjoy learning more in this report or on www.yfu-usa.org. Join us as we celebrate 
sixty years and beyond! 

Michael Finnell

president & Ceo

FroM the president
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a look BaCk a look BaCk

throughout the decades, YFu has touched the lives of millions, building bonds of friendship and understanding around the 
world among students, families, volunteers, and educators. 
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CoMprehensive support

YFu offers programs for international students who have completed their secondary schooling or who have otherwise 
exceed age requirements for YFU programs. Since CCP’s inception in 1990, more than 3,500 students have partici-
pated. In 2011, more than 110 students participated on this unique program to study English as a Second Language 
(esl) at community colleges across the united states. these students also had the opportunity to enroll for a semester, 
year, or two-year degree to study the arts, sciences, business, or literature. the majority of participants followed the 
YFu tradition of living with an american host family. While some participants reside on campus at a dormitory, they still 
maintain regular contact with a mentoring american family. 

the CCp program provides participants diverse educational opportunities through academic and cultural  
experiences and the participants bring a wealth of intercultural perspectives to the colleges and their communities.

CoMMunitY College prograM (CCp)

YFu support system

the purpose of the YFu usa support system is to anticipate and respond to the 
needs of participants and the organization in the area of on-program support. This 
is done by developing and maintaining qualitative systems and procedures through 
consultation, education and monitoring.

Corporate sponsorship

also, YFu usa appreciates the continued support from our corporate and foundation 
partners:

• C. r. Bard, inc. (employee)

• Chelsea Community hospital (employee)

• Chevron Corporation (employee)

• epson america, inc. (employee)

• James Bradley peace Foundation  (community)

• kikkoman Foods Foundation (community)

• Japan Business society of detroit (community)

• Johnson & Johnson (employee)

• kikkoman Corporation (community)

• Mazda Foundation (USA), Inc. (employee and community)

• Mitsubishi electric & electronics usa, inc. (employee)

• Mitsui usa Foundation (employee and community)

• nissan Forklift Corporation (employee)

• the olive tree Foundation (community)

• sony usa Foundation inc. (ao program) (employee)

• sony usa Foundation inc. (is program) (employee)

• toshiba america, inc. (employee)

• teMa (employee and community)

• travel house

• Yep/dhl

support
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Youth For understanding oFFiCes around the World FinanCials

argentina
australia
austria
Belgium-Flanders
Belgium-Wallonia
Brazil
Bulgaria
Canada
Chile
China
Colombia
Czech Republic
denmark

ecuador
estonia
Finland
France
georgia
germany
ghana
greece
hungary
india
indonesia
Japan
Kazakhstan

korea
liberia
latvia
lithuania
Mexico
Moldova
Mongolia
netherlands
new Zealand
norway
philippines
poland
romania

russia
serbia
slovakia
south africa
sweden
Switzerland
thailand
turkey
ukraine
uruguay
usa
Venezuela
vietnam
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CoMprehensive supportFinanCials

The following summary of the financial statements is incorporated in the annual audit report issued by Councilor, Buchanan and Mitchell (CBM) for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2011.
The full financial statements and notes are available upon request from YFU USA.
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david BaChner

viCe Chair 
(1/1-10/31)

interiM ChairMan oF the Board 
(11/1 - 12/31)

MiChael Finnell

president & Ceo

patriCia Watson

seCretarY

ulriCh Zahlten

ChairMan oF the Board 
(1/1 - 10/31)

heather reYnolds

Board MeMBer

donna sChnaars

Board MeMBer

david trads

treasurer

darYl Weinert 

Board MeMBer


